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EWOB Key Facts

EWOB, the European Weather OBserver app:

a free citizen science and crowd-sourcing app for sending ‘

and retrieving weather reports and impact or damage
reports

* Available in 35 languages spoken in Europe
* |nstallations: 8 200 * (iOS and Android)

* Number of reports: 13 700 *

* Number of reports with photos: 3 650 *

Activity level of EWOB modulated by

* posts in well-frequented blogs of weather
enthusiasts that advertise EWOB

* tweets or facebook posts with many followers
mentioning EWOB

e articles in newspapers or online journals

* news about EWOB (re-)launch by ESSL and its
partners

e the weather situation

European Weather OBserver
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EWOB Enhancements being considered
1. additional data layers, e.g.

e official MeteoAlarm warnings

e weather maps

 weather station reports
sending push-messages to request reports from users in with National Weather Services.
case of warnings or nearby severe weather reports
EWOB-Pro version (with login) for trusted spotters of
Skywarn-type organizations
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Number of sessions per day
(app in use for at least 2 seconds; data for iOS only)
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*Numbers as of 5 September 2017

EWOB was launched in December 2015 (in English and German) and relauched in
December 2016 in 35 languages

Tt L : T S T = 7 e W
[FE.WB severe wind — EWOB dry weather - EWOB hail report for Daniken,
damage report in - photo example " ® Switzerland, 8 July 2017

.
. ’ 9 L] "
- e
.ﬂ/,,’r -l .‘*v~_ - ~ s
i % el (] T ’ 5 4
¢ . - . * - 2w
| N, A K 2 -
- oy Ry S . vl - ,4. s . !' i ‘| - .
> i.bg. _" . . S B b -
3 ol N

Attractiveness of EWOB appears to be influenced by

e availability of alternative ways to communicate high impact weather in
the country of residence
* usability of the app in daily life (still limited, plans for future

improvements)

 emotional ties to the preferred weather app provider

and possibly:

 added value by interlaced data layers (see Enhancements below)

" Usage of app (i0S) within past 30 days Left: During summer
On average about 10 % of all users agree to share their usage data 2017 on average about
(,Opt-in user data”). Therefore numbers in plot can be scaled 1,000 iOS users

™ upwards by a factor of 10 to estimate true iOS usage of app within activated their app in
past 30 days. the past 30 days of a

given reference day.
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That is about one third

of all iOS users with
installed EWOB app.
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No data available for

Dez. Jan. Febr.  Marz Apr. Mai Juni Juli Aug. Sept. Okt. Nov. Dez. Jan. Febr  Marz Apr. Mai Juni Juli Aug.  Sept. ' '
2016 2017 Android devices.

Standardization of crowd sourced report formats

ESSL is involved in the standardization of a data format and
interface for the exchange of crowd-sourced reports of
severe weather, its impact and damage in collaboration

If you are interested, please approach the authors for more
details. See also poster ECSS2017-172 by Krennert and Csekits.

*Corresponding author: Alois M. Holzer
e-mail: alois.holzer@essl.org

OMON



