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INTRODUCTION AND CHALLENGES

Long-term ecological (LTER) studies aim at detecting environmental changes and
analysing its related drivers. In this respect LTER Europe provides a network of about
450 sites and platforms. However, data on various types of ecosystems and at a broad
geographical scale is still not easily available in a common way. Managing data
resulting from long-term observations is therefore one of the important tasks not only
for an LTER site itself but also on the network level. Exchanging and sharing the
information within a wider community is a crucial objective in the upcoming years.
Due to the fragmented nature of long-term ecological research and monitoring (LTER)
in Europe - and also on the global scale - information management has to face several
challenges: distributed data sources, heterogeneous data models, heterogeneous data
management solutions and the complex domain of ecosystem monitoring with regard
to the resulting data. research and monitoring with regard to the resulting data. The
action on management for long-term ecological data within the Life+ project
EnvEurope (LIFEO8 ENV/IT/000399) is aiming to provide tools and technologies to
enhance the accessibility of data from different LTER sites.

RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS
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InfoBase database (in total 678 records)

705 metadata records for related persons migrated (in total 1384 records)
144 metadata records for datasets collected so far

What this portal is? e Establishment of a common information management framework within the

The EnvEurope Drupal Ecological Information Management System provides a web client interface for Long Term Ecosystem Research (LTER - Europe) network stakeholders to describe, discover, view and download data sets provided
by the individual research sites based on national research networks.

European ecosystem research area

How it has been developed?

 Pilot implementation of the common information system for the LTER-Europe

The development of this tool has not been done from the scratch. This instance is based on the First release of Drupal metadata editor provided by colleagues from the US LTER network and related ongoing development of Drupal
Ecological Information Management System.

research community

What does it provide?

DISCOVERY - provides searching and displaying facilities for the created metadata. Discovery provides more interfaces to define various types of queries to be sent to the metadata database as well as displaying of the results. ®
Simple and Advanced metadata search for the data sets as well browsing for the persons and sites information is provided

Valuable environmental information available to other European information

GEOVIEW - provides data portrayal on a3 map and view attributes of individual features (research sites, data sets). It runs as a different Geoportal application within IFrame

infrastructures as SEIS, Copernicus and INSPIRE

METADATA EDITOR - provides entry forms for authorised users to create metadata description for data sets in accordance with EnvEurope (LTER-Europe) Metadata Specification for Dataset Level based on EML (Ecological
Metadata Language) specification. LTER Europe site description based on Infobase system so far is planned to be implemented here as well soon.

Who does it support?

Work related to development of this tool is funded by the LIFE financial instrument of the European Community and contributes to the particular deliverables of the EnvEurope project.
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EnvEurope DEIMS web address and contact:

http://deims.enveurope.eu
enveurope.deims@gmail.com
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