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THE QUESTION IS: what spe-
cies is the Ammonia sp. re-
covered from the SW shelf off 
Crimea? We make use of 2625 
biometric measures taken 
from this species for compar-
ison with biometric measures 
and taxonomic defi nitions re-
sulting from 35 typus descrip-
tions, or morpho-groups, or 
molecular groupings, or broad 
sensu latu defi nitions for mem-
bers of the genus Ammonia 
(Yanko 1990; Hayward et al. 
2004; Leiter & Altenbach 2010).

OUR RESULTS: spiral orna-
mentation and umbilical boss-
es are inadequate for species 
separation, as well as the size 
of proloculi, as it spans one or-
der of magnitude from micro- 
to macrospheres. The Black 
Sea Ammonia sp. is best de-
fi ned by separating biomet-
ric measures for micro- and 
macrospheres. Otherwise a 
mishmash for separate fea-
tures in A- and B-forms is de-
rived, overprinting most spe-
cifi c pecularities. It needs a 
large number of individuals, 
and an even much larger num-
ber of biometric measures, to 
clearly separate distinct mor-
photypes. (Our species is near 
to Ammonia compacta sen-
su Yanko 1990, NOT Streblus 
compactus Hofker, 1964.)

Our biometric methodology in 
use is outlined here by com-
parison of Ammonia sp. Black 
Sea and A. beccarii sensu latu 
(Leiter & Altenbach 2010).
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