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Uncertainties in rapid impact assessments of global earthquakes are intrinsically large because they rely on 3 main elements (ground motion prediction models, building stock inventory and related vulnerability)
which spatial variations are poorly constrained. Furthermore, variations of location and magnitude within their respective uncertainty domain can lead to significantly different shaking level for centres of population
and change the scope of the disaster.

This poster presents strategy and methods implemented at the Euro-Med Seismological Centre (EMSC) to rapidly collect in-situ observations on earthquake effects from eyewitnesses for reducing uncertainties of
rapid impact assessment of global earthquakes. We show how Internet and new technologies are creating new potential for rapid and massive public involvement by both active and passive means. We underline
the importance of merging results of different methods to improve performances and reliability. We then explore what could be the next technical development phases, driven notably by pervasive smartphones
rapidly replacing traditional website for rapid earthquake information. Finally, we discuss how this approach not only augment data collection on earthquake phenomenon at little cost but also how they change the
way we, as scientists, interface with eyewitnesses and how it pushes us to better understand and respond to public demands and expectations after earthquakes through improved information services.
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EMSC wants to thank its members for their support and data contributions which are at the base of its Real Time Earthquake Information Services with a special thank to its host, CEA DASE and its staff for their essential and long-term support.
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