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Space Scoop: the inspiration

 “Brings you the latest astronomy news from across the Universe each week”

 UNAWE – Universe Awareness initiative in collaboration with ESO, ESA, etc.

 Press release from partner organisations + UNAWE science writer = Space Scoop

 Share exciting new astro discoveries to inspire children to develop interest in sci and 
tech; shows science not dull and outdated 

 http://www.spacescoop.org/
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 With former EGU Edu Fellow Jane Robb: why not do the same for geosciences?
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Planet Press: intro

 http://www.egu.eu/education/planet-press

 Short versions of EGU press releases

 Child friendly language: target mainly 7-13 year olds (+parents, educators)
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 http://www.egu.eu/education/planet-press

 Short versions of EGU press releases

 Child friendly language: target 7-13 year olds (+parents, educators)

 Topics: air pollution, glaciers, climate, earthquakes, ocean sciences, etc.

 Share new and exciting research with kids, inspire them to develop interest in geosci

 Complements other EGU educational initiatives, such as GIFT
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 Start w. EGU science press release (based on research published in EGU journals)
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Planet Press: the process

 Start w. EGU science press release (based on research published in EGU journals)

 Draft kids’ friendly text (mostly me)

 Send to two researchers for scientific review and one teacher for educational review

 Translate in various languages (volunteer scientists and teachers)





Planet Press: the numbers

 33 Planet Press texts written, reviewed, published (out of 35 sci press releases)

 180 translations published online (+15 not yet online)

 ~60 volunteer reviewers and translators (scientists and educators) – THANK YOU!!

 ~5,500 hits on Planet Press section of EGU website in past 12 months (comparable to 
hits on GIFT section of website) – but doesn’t reflect actual PP audience



Planet Press: challenges and lessons learnt

 Volunteers are awesome: would be great to have more, especially translators

 But hard to coordinate because Planet Press is side project

 Receive v. positive feedback from educators who work on project & use PP in 
classroom; from scientists too, who get to explain their research to their kids!
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 Volunteers are awesome: would be great to have more, especially translators

 But hard to coordinate because Planet Press is side project

 Receive v. positive feedback from educators who work on project & use PP in 
classroom; from scientists too, who get to explain their research to their kids!

 Biggest challenges: 

 Distribution: how to get Planet Press to children + classrooms?

 Measuring impact: how and how much are the texts being used and how well 
they work?

 Suggestions?


