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Many thanks go to the EGU organization and our session conveners to
facilitate this Sharing Geosciences Online session!

We here take the opportunity to briefly expose our ongoing project:
“Refining geodiversity variables for monitoring global mining”.

 Global geodiversity is rapidly changing because many geodiversity components, 
such as mining, provide vital ecosystem services. 

 Mining of geological, geomorphological, soil and hydrological resources is rapidly
expanding due to increasing societal demands. 

 Our aim is to refine existing essential geodiversity variables that can help 
measure /and monitor effects of mining on geodiversity and its services.

Here, we provide background information and preliminary results. 

Enjoy! 

The Geodiversity team of the University of Amsterdam

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some background:
Geodiversity is vitally important for global mining. However, this importance is not always reflected in international policy. Recognising that the development of essential variables for climate (ECVs), oceans (EOVs) and biodiversity (EBVs) has improved consensus, allowed for the identification of essential measurements to monitor change, and consequentially advanced science and informed policy, Schrodt et al. (2019) recently proposed the introduction of Essential Geodiversity Variables (EGVs). 

We carried out a systematic review in order to explore potential benefits offered by this EGV conceptual framework. A multitude of ecosystem services derived from geological and geomorphological EGVs are highlighted as a additional approach for demonstrating the benefits of geodiversity. Case studies of sand and phosphate, here not fully shown, are then used to explore how specific examples of EGVs are in high demand, have associated scarcity concerns, are unevenly distributed on a global scale, and how their extraction has numerous (negative) environmental and societal impacts. Such examples, of which there are many, exemplify why monitoring of EGVs is required. From this project we learn that the EGV framework offers a potential opportunity to include geodiversity to support landscape management, conservation, restoration, biodiversity research and can actually help to preserve ecosystem services in a sustainable way.




Ecosystem Services and Essential Geodiversity Variables

Ecosystem Services
Mining is a well-known example of how society benefits from goods and services 
obtained from ecosystems. Mining is strongly related to all geodiversity 
components (geology, landforms, soils and hydrology).

Monitoring Global Mining
We need to identify, develop and refine existing Essential Geodiversity Variables 
and their associated ecosystem services for monitoring purposes.

Systematic Literature Review (meta-synthesis)
We conducted a systematic literature review (meta-synthesis) with keyword 
searches in Scopus and the Web of Science to propose refined EGVs.

Geological and geomorphological EGVs, 
recognized by Schrodt et al. (2019)

EGVs to be refined
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The concept of ecosystem services is well know. “Ecosystem services”, refers to benefits (goods and services) that society obtains from ecosystems (From Millennium Assessment). 

Examples of keywords used in the systematic review in Scopus are: 

Scopus
( TITLE-ABS-KEY ( geodivers*  OR  "abiotic divers*"  OR  geoconserv*  OR  "abiotic conserv*"  OR  egv*  OR  "essential geo* variable*" )  AND  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ecosystem*  OR  system*  OR  abiotic  OR  geosystem* )  AND  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( service*  OR  valu*  OR  function* )  AND  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( geolo*  OR  geomorph* )  AND  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( sustain* ) )



- Mining geological resources: e.g. gas, oil, 
(brown)coal, rare earth’s, elements, minerals, 
metals, rocks etc.

- Mining landforms and its materials: surface
deposits: e.g. sediments: sand, gravel, clay , silt
etc. 

- Mining soils: e.g. peat extraction, soil organic
carbon extraction, agricultural terrace
construction, soil translocation etc.

- Mining ‘hydrology’ aquifers, artificial lakes, river
training, estuary closures etc.

Photos ‘mined’ from: https://www.needpix.com/

Mining is related to all geodiversity components
coal

sand

Agricultural terraces

artificial lakes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We here provide illlustrative examples of effects of mining directly to the surface of the earth. There are many more and perhaps more distinct examples to be listed, varying in extent, that may affecting each other.
An example is for example lowered groundwater tables caused by open pit mining, which could cross national borders, e.g. between Germany (browncoal mining) and The Netherlands (groundwater table lowering – also affecting biodiversity).



Mining sites across the world

GIS data source: United States Geological Survey - https://mrdata.usgs.gov/

This combined dataset contains attributes on the location of: rare earth materials / 
elements, metals and minerals

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have collected mining data at global scales from USGS sources, that provides identified the location of occurrences, producer and past producer and prospect areas.
 
What is not included is for example illegal mining, which, especially for the concrete industry (sand mining), covers large numbers of small sites, that, when depleted, are not restored. 
Gold mining is another problem, e.g. in S-Americas, leading to deforestation, loss of biodiversity, threads to indigenous people, and pollution of connected rivers, aquifers, landforms and materials.

https://mrdata.usgs.gov/


Mining and geoconservation: Unesco Global Geoparks

Stonehammer, Canada

Qeshm, Iran

Magma, Norway

Comarco minero, 
Mexico

Bakony-Balaton, 
Hungary

Araripe, Brazil Sardinia, 
Italy

San’in Kaigan, 
Japan

Mining activity may
occur in UGGs
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Presentation Notes
Here we have overlain the available global mining map with the point locations of Unesco Global Geoparks. These parks are unevenly distributed across the world, with concentrations in China and western Europe. These parks, amongst other values, hold valuable geodiversity components and provide services to the society, e.g. educational and recreational services.
Zooming in to the boundaries of some of these parks, it is seen that in some parks mining has or is still occurring.
Illegal mining activities or surrounding threats are not included, but could be of interest for further research.



Preliminary refinements to geological EGVs and their link to 
associated ecosystem services

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From the literature, insights were gained on potential refinements to the geological and geomorphological EGVs proposed by Schrodt et al. (2019). These proposed refinements are based upon common classification groups within the literature, such as those pointed out by Brilha et al. (2018). These refined EGVs are not final or exhaustive lists; they do represent how current literature tends to present important geological and geomorphological variables in the context of services for society.

The two slides are the result of reviewing the geodiversity literature for geological and geomorphological variables. The original EGVs identified by Schrodt et al. (2019) have been included, and proposed refinements to these. E.g. we separated the distribution of minerals and rocks, distribution of fossil fuels, rare earth elements and unconsolidated materials. These categories have been subdivided to ‘basic’ resources, such as sand, coal and gas, phosphate etc.



Preliminary refinements to geomorphological EGVs and their link to 
associated ecosystem services

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We here present the geomorphological refinements of the EGVs.
Many geomorphologists amongst you will notice that sediments (e.g. sand, gravel) are included in the geological EGVs.
That is aguable, but reflects probably differences between discipline, rather than content-wise mismatches.

Again, this table is based on the keyword searches, so not all items are covered (partly or fully). Probably literature does exist, and can be identified when non-systematic review data are included.



The need for sand and its potential impacts

9

• Sand is mined across the
world in rivers and along
beaches and shelfs for
growing demand of 
concrete in an urbanizing
environment

• Sand mining may lead to
icreased erosion rates, 
morphological changes, 
loss of fishery, 
interference with shipping
etc.

• Similar overexploitation is 
seen in other mining
resources, such as 
phosphate

Sand mining simply cannot remain as unregulated as it is now, or future conflict 
and environmental crises will become inevitable. Monitoring using EGVs may

identify/quantify (negative) effects on the environment.

Impacts of sand extraction represented in satellite images of the Umngi River in 
northern Bangladesh (Bendixen, Best, et al., 2019)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Extraction of sand, such as that observed in the slide, to meet the rising global demands will likely have increasing environmental and societal consequences due losses of associated ecosystem services as reserves become depleted, and due to direct and indirect impacts from the extraction process (Hoitink et al., 2017). Sand extraction is common around the world and it even occurs in coastal environments prone to flooding such as the Pearl Delta in China, the Rhine-Meuse Delta in the Netherlands and the Ganges-Brahmaputra Delta in Bangladesh.



Remarks / outlook

• Essential Geodiversity Variables provide opportunities to monitor global landscape 
change, e.g. due to mining; they need, however, additional input

• Spatial analysis is needed to analyze mining activity versus geodiversity: a global
geodiversity map can be used as input – see below

• Monitoring geodiversity change can support landscape management, conservation, 
restoration, biodiversity research and help to preserve ecosystem services

Unpublished global geodiversity index map
Al rights reserved: Hannes Versteegh 2019/2020
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We will continue to complete all geodiversity variables, review potential remote sensing monitoring systems that can be used to for change analysis of geodiversity components and priovide real-world examples to illustrate this.

The review of the literature has revealed a number of benefits offered by the refined EGV conceptual framework. Firstly, by placing geological and geomorphological EGVs into an ecosystem approach and highlighting their associated ecosystem services, the importance of geodiversity is systematically demonstrated. 

The newly updated 2020 global geodiversity map will form a basis for further analysis: the map is based on globally available data layers on Elevation, Lithology, Soils and Hydrology.

Thanks for “listening”, being there and enjoy all other contributions in the Geodiversity Session!

On behalf of the UvA Geodiversity Team,

Harry Seijmonsbergen




11

We appreciate any feedback, remarks and / or suggestions to improve this
project or to start cooperation

Many thanks for participating and “listening” to this online presentation

Sharing Geoscience Online

On behalf of the UvA Geodiversity Team,

Harry Seijmonsbergen
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Although we cannot display all literature used in this presentation (see details on the two tables), we highlight the following:

Bendixen, M., Overeem, I., Bjørk, A. A., & Kroon, A. (2019). Promises and perils of sand exploitation in Greenland Multi-scale modeling and observations of landscape dynamics, mass balance, and network connectivity for a sustainable Ganges-Brahmaputra delta View project. Nature Sustainability. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41893-018-0218-6

Brilha, J., Gray, M., Pereira, D. I., & Pereira, P. (2018). Geodiversity: An integrative review as a contribution to the sustainable management of the whole of nature. Environmental Science and Policy, 86(January), 19–28. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envsci.2018.05.001

Garcia, M. da G. M. (2019). Ecosystem Services Provided by Geodiversity: Preliminary Assessment and Perspectives for the Sustainable Use of Natural Resources in the Coastal Region of the State of São Paulo, Southeastern Brazil. Geoheritage. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12371-019-00383-0

Gordon, J. E. (2018, April 16). Geoheritage, geotourism and the cultural landscape: Enhancing the visitor experience and promoting geoconservation. Geosciences (Switzerland). MDPI AG. https://doi.org/10.3390/geosciences8040136

Gray, M. (2012). Valuing Geodiversity in an “Ecosystem Services” Context. Scottish Geographical Journal, 128(3–4), 177–194. https://doi.org/10.1080/14702541.2012.725858

Gray, M. (2013). Geodiversity: valuing and conserving abiotic nature. Wiley-Blackwell (Second, Vol. 51). Wiley-Blackwell. https://doi.org/10.5860/choice.51-6193

Henriques, M. H., & Brilha, J. (2017). UNESCO Global Geoparks: A strategy towards global understanding and sustainability. Episodes, 40(4), 349–355. https://doi.org/10.18814/epiiugs/2017/v40i4/017036

Hoitink, A. J. F., Wang, Z. B., Vermeulen, B., Huismans, Y., & Kästner, K. (2017). Tidal controls on river delta morphology. https://doi.org/10.1038/NGEO3000

Ibáñez, J. J., Brevik, E. C., & Cerdà, A. (2019). Geodiversity and geoheritage: Detecting scientific and geographic biases and gaps through a bibliometric study. Science of the Total Environment, 659, 1032–1044. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2018.12.443

IUCN. (2019). Geodiversity, World Heritage and IUCN. Retrieved October 7, 2019, from https://www.iucn.org/theme/world-heritage/our-work/global-world-heritage-projects/geodiversity-world-heritage-and-iucn

MA. (2005). Millennium Ecosystem Assessment. Ecosystems and Human Well-being: Synthesis. Washington, DC.: Island Press. https://doi.org/10.5822/978-1-61091-484-0_1

Ólafsdóttir, R., & Tverijonaite, E. (2018). Geotourism: A systematic literature review. Geosciences (Switzerland), 8(7). https://doi.org/10.3390/geosciences8070234

Schrodt, F., Bailey, J. J., Kissling, W. D., Rijsdijk, K. F., Seijmonsbergen, A. C., van Ree, D., … Field, R. (2019). Opinion: To advance sustainable stewardship, we must document not only biodiversity but geodiversity. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 116(33), 16155–16158. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1911799116

Seijmonsbergen, A. C., Sevink, J., Cammeraat, L. H., & Recharte, J. (2010). A potential geoconservation map of the Las Lagunas area, northern Peru. Environmental Conservation, 37(2), 107–115. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0376892910000408

UNESCO. (2017). UNESCO Global Geoparks | United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Retrieved October 7, 2019, from http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/earth-sciences/unesco-global-geoparks/

United States Geological Survey - https://mrdata.usgs.gov/ 
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