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The Maya Terminal Classic Drought
replicated in two stalagmites from
Columnas Cave, NW Yucatan
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The Classic Maya Collapse

The Terminal Classic period (800-1000CE) saw the
disintegration of Classic Maya civilisation. A complex multi-
century period of decline and restructuring that would come
to be known as the Classic Maya Collapse.
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A new record: HOBO-5

Cueva Columnas
Rancho Hobonil
Universidad Autbnoma de Yucatan (UADY)

Yucatan i RS N i I TS TN
Sampled on 27/2/2005 Photos: D. Hodell,
M. Brenner
Cueva Columnas om0 Entrance at 40m elevation.
Mean cave temperature
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25.5°C at 94% humidity.
Mean rainfall 5180: 1.75%o
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(All Aug-Dec 2006)
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HOBO-5 records less 8180
variability than the nearby Chaac
record, and values are consistently
higher.

Within the Terminal Classic Period,
both records replicate a decadal
scale shift to more positive 6180

values.

This may be due to Columnas’
higher elevation above the water
table, or an rainout effect along the
prevailing wind direction as shown.
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A high resolution stable
iIsotope record has also been
generated for HOBO-6.
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An age model for HOBO-6
remains to be produced,
results plotted here are
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Thank you for listening. | will
now gladly accept questions. 1-10




