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Summary

The study demonstratesthe responsivenes®f Ottoman rice plantations to climate
changesdepending on archive data and OWDA " June July precipitation data. Tax
entries, records concerningmalaria, organizationof the paddiesand workforce, as
well as one sample study of accounting books of a rice farm in Plovdiv (Filibe,

Philipolis), show that rice data is important for researchon climate, diseaseand

landscape
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The story of rice in the Ottoman Balkans is an entangled history of

living-beings, water, land, and the climate in Southeast Europe and

Middle East. ‘@ ® \




In Early Modern times, anthropogenicintrusions into the environment grew significantly New \(
Institutional bodies in Absolutist states enforced larger-scale displacementsor replacementsof -
plants, animals,humanbeingsand raw materials Theyintroduced new plantsand usagesx:arrylng)'ﬂ
them over continents and promoted the production and trade of some The Ottomans promoted % y:
the agriculture of rice as a lucrative cashcrop. Although known in Europebefore, there was no %s i
;f mass production, until the Ottomans founded institutionalized state-owned rice plantations. A
; group of expertsfor the cultivation of rice calledoS f i Arplesdestedrice production in Anatolia
« and in the newly conqueredBalkanlands Consequentlyrice plantations with kilometers-long

( canalsdirecting the water of Balkanrivers suchas Maritsa, Nishava Vardar, Struma, and Mesta

multlplled rapidly after the fifteenth century.
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Rice production had a fundamental social and environmental impact

/[:’,

Manpower had to be organized on a large scale land reclamations, )

deforestation, and kilometres-long irrigation work changed the Jlandscape, -,
. produced seasonalmiasmaand aquatic pests  The organizationof the canals; i
_ was an Intrusion Into the environment Both deforestation and the muddy

f ground along the paddies was an Invitation for mosquitos as the vectors

e
¢ carryingmalaria. Farmersleft their villages Workforcebecamethe most urgent

problem in rice farmsby the nineteeth century.
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» Thedata presentedhere Isfrom 137 decreesstarting from 1519andendingin 1900 .
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about the organizationof tax, labour, revenueallocations infrastructure and health :

1
f 4‘ Issuesof rice plantations

% one samplepiousfoundation accountingbook showingyearly harvests 16341641

1
' out of 880locatedin the Ottoman Archive.
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Cyprugice plantations of 1519fadedaway
asaresullt of drier yearsby 18th century
Millers went bunkrupt
agriculturalproductiondeclined
4— Water problemsoccured
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PDSI

Mean precipitation valueswere much higher untill late sixteenth
century in Inner Anatolia. Decreasingmean precipitation and
extreme droughts causedproblemsin rice production.

6 — Somepaddiesranishedin inner Anatolia untill the twenteenth
5 — century, howeverit continuedto this day in the Black Sea
. Region
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¢S X.Sr kiwrid@rdest Ottomanrice farm

1572foundation
' 1573conflict betweenthe millers& rice producers
1578problems
4= 1579decreesdan production
Deforestatedareaof the paddiesbecamelater medows in
3= biAtdb.
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