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METHOD(OLOGY)

LACE - Labour mobility and community participation in the extractive industries: case studies in the Canadian north Research
Project 2014 — 2019; JOJO Fieldwork P ,

Oral History Project — Elders’ Opinions on the Impact of the Extractive Industry

aim: add to the understanding of the “complex pattern of mutual m?lolvement and unequal impacts” (Winton and Hogan

2015:93)
13 Oral History Interviews; 30 - 90 minutes; mix between semi-structured and narrative/life-history interviews: 10 more
.. narrative/life-history based 2 more semi- structured (dependmﬂgwn age and knowledge about the mining industry), 1 “ice-

fishing” mtervnew/dlscussnon between 2015 and 2017 :

oral accounts and subjective memories accounts are treated as tentre mece to academlc inquiry (Cruikshank 1990)

Presentation of preliminary findings (booklet) to Elders in 2016

Verification of Transcripts in 2017 and 2018 ~' Lo

] Mayo and Mining

Poster: Memories of Mining > Timeline of Major Events

i, Book: Dan Hunay — Our People’s Story2019

Online @ Dan Hunay
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Memories of Mining: First Nation of Na-Cho Nyak Dun Elders’ perspectives

Pre-Contact &
Fur trade era
“First Nations people have lived in our
traditional territory since time began. Hs-
main-
taining. a balance between the environment, the
animals and our people. Back then there were

no
with the seasons and the food sources. People
cameto thistraditional territory from as far
‘away as Dawson Qity, Fort McPherson, Fort
Good Hope and Tulita in the North West
Territories® (Peter, Hogan and the
[ANof NND Lands Depart-
ment 2006:86).

1903
The Yukon's
First Gold Rush and
Establishment of Mayo
“When the Duncan Creek discovery
‘was made known, a gold rush occurred
‘on that creek in 1901/02 that triggered
the establishment of Mayo. Mayo grew
asgold was found on other creeksin
thedigtrict and boomed with the
‘development of silver disco-
veries” (MacDonald and
Bleiler 19904v)

From semi-nomads
to semi-settlers
“In 1915, Reverend Julius Kendi arrived
at Fraser Falls, where many people of the
First Nation of Na-Cho Nyak Dun were drying
fish. ANative catechist of the Anglican faith,
from the Peel FRiver digtrict, he asked the First
Nation of Na-Cho Nyak Dun to decide on a site
where they could establish their own ilage.
Thedecision was made to locate two miles
below the Milage of Mayo on the banks
of the Sewart Aver. The areais now
known as The Old Milage”” (Frst
Nation of Na-Cho Nyak
Dun 2018)

Picture credits: © Susanna Gartler
Map: www.yukoninfo.com
Seamboat: www.hougengroup.com
Mine Site: www.vitgoldcorp.com

Poster by Susanna Gartler, student investigator of ReSDA Project
WLACE — Labour Mobility and Community Participation in the
Bxtractive Industry (2014-2019)’, and Gertrude Saxlnga(Co-Pl)
in collaboration with the First Nation of Na-Cho Ny&k Dun.

Sources and further Readings

1936
The flood
This singular event standsout inthe
history of the Old Millage:
“Julius Kendi started a school with two people
from the Oid unagammcume.umy

atthevilage.In |9aatmnvunooaed thevillage,

traditional
clothes for dancing. Af er theflood, children either
went to the school in Mayo or the residential school
in Carcross or elsewhere. Eventually the church
at the Old Milage was rebuilt further away from
theriverbank..” (Peter et al. 200688). The
flood also caused the abandonment of
‘another dwelling and trading site:
Lansing Post.

-

Seamboats & Early
associations with mining
G Sotell me about that moment when
the steam boat came, what wasit like?

BL: Yeah that wasthe first time we see new peo-
pleonthesteam boat comein. Andtheonlytime  §53
‘men make a Dollar, when the steam boat comein,

they all come to Mayo. All the men from First Nation,

y

boat go by down village, they usad to throw apple

and orangesto us. Doesn’ t matter, out on the river,
«ill and grab it First i

‘mething good, oranges and apple, that we ne-
ver soe. So anyway, men make afew little
Dollar to buy grocery for their family,
my dad was there too.

1915-1955
Childhood and Life in the
Old Village
that time?

R.\Abussdlohavsala(oﬂur\ywkrw wedon‘t

(Mayo)
existed. Growing up, people used to come in, get groceries
with the boat then, but we just stayed around the village. We

In
Julythey drylotsof dry ish and andt m.ygn it _:yvommu
You can't keep

that
'much asthey could for Winter. deean Io(so! wm llm
and white fish, any kind of fish, you name it. And then
about around fall time - July, August - people go
out, three or four families go out in the bush to
dry meat for the winter.

1955 5
Relocation and Life in Mayo
Eventually a relocation took place to the
other ddeollhenvu vmnm proved to have sveral

consumption afalcoho{ Nandhdos First Nation of M‘o

Nyak DL old sto-
riesof how they quit rinking. Somefamilies, instead of movmglo

trapline or other river:

JJ: Back in the 50s, the doctor ordered the First Nation to move to Mayo
...and t'ssomething we didn't do, my family.Instead of going ntotown

.. Welived i forawhile, until we
built a cabin, mmmﬂmmlmmtcvmmy many, many years.

heid apromise of advanlure Inthe dusty long hot hourso! commuous
daylight,
for something exciting to happen. And most timesiit did. In our
ltevillage, Main Sireet and the Sewart Rver ran perpendi-
cular ch
either theroad onhodlka built up on the riverbank
toprotect usfrom spring floods. Lifewas
good” (Profeit Le-Blanc 2005: 1471)

Residential Schools
Aggressive assimilation policiesand espe-
cially the fact that some children were taken to
residential school created much tensions that still
need to be resolved today. When | asked on of the elders
if he lived in Mayo all hislife he tells me:

WP Oh, off and on, away. In 1955, | was stolen from my home.
Until 1960 the government took me away to residential school. That's
what's all day, it's about that.

taking them Kids,forcing them, well not forcing - where they don't want

to be, but still they If wedon’t
9o they said they gonna put our parentsin jail. That's how they were.
'SG: How old were you when you came out? WP: | was only thirteen.

I never came out, | ran away. SG: On really? WP: Yeah, some of us run
‘away. Run away from school, it took us three daysto get back to Mayo.
SG: Good for you!

Eventually his mother was able to protect him from havingto
9o back, but the negative repercussions proved to be far-

reaching, making it dif icult to leam in school for example.

1989
Shutdown of UnitedKeno
il Mines and the change from
mining towns toFIFO (fly-in/fly-out)

thearea, many people moved away, and never retumed.
Today,

peopleduringwinter time.

We: wasgood for
Mayo that time. Or

There

all of
i Inthe50ies, 60ies, 70ies
until the 80ies, when the mine shut down. The way it isnow it's
not very good for Mayo. They bringin workers from BC, Alberta,

‘across Canada, for maybe two or three weeksand then they.

rotatetheir shif . And all they do isboard the planeand
take the money back out of the Yukon. They don't
spend their time in Mayo, they dont spend
nothingin the Yukon. Which is not
verygood.

Gendered Experiences
Women would also start working early but
rather in Mayo: asbaby sitters, in the bar or as
assigtantsin the hospital. In Bsa (or Mllenville, asone

beingres

porshlolov care work md rslsngduldlm One elder, who Ilved

Moreover many of this generation's children and
deal with
rational effects on their healing

husband,
her mother, rasnghwlddsmmssmm shedidn't hm

journeys.

JB:

and social llslrw umulhssveondhonsz adcdvmal she
thought that

You know,

‘abank, it wasjust like a town, you know. For the miners or for their
wives, and things.. Yeah, it was pretty good, but it waskind of .|

don't don't

1950s to 1980s
Life and work in Elsa
Opportunities to work for the United
Keno Hill Mines company in the Keno and
Bisa area were taken advantage of by a number
of young First Na!m of Na-O‘oNyN( Dun men.
d take pride
in being successful in this sector (see also Winton and
Hogan 2016):

SG: How old were you then when you started work?

FP: 1was probably seventeen. | had to quit school at gradeten,

y big family

y i Solhadtogo
Sothat'swhat | did. But | wasvery fortunate, because |
was anatural bomn operator | guess. And | just moved

onto equipment and leamed and experienced
every jurisdiction that | could. | was opera-
ting CAT's, scrapers, trucks, loaders,
graters, so on and so forth.

ning, what they

y mi-

doing. Jugt
back and forth there, and then... I didn't go out to
pick berries up there: | dont know what it
wasabout it, | just didn't went out
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1993
Signing of the
Self-Government Agreement
A e the signing of their self-government agreement
with Canada the relationship between the First Nation

Nowadays,
Impact Benefit (or similar)
ﬁqwnan(s Pepresentatives of the First Nmm of Na-Cho Nyék Dun,
ar ndustry for
i d position

‘stewards of theland':

“Qur position it
ment of the mine. . for
the First Nation of \ukonand we look forward to mvuonmamal protoalon
First and foremost " (Chief and Bder Smon Mervyn) Bder Jimmy Johnny
‘says: "Mining can be good for people, they say we're goingto make mo-
ney. But they have to learn how to respect the land and water. There
should be no pollution™.

wamusbepano!

Both quotes stem from the LACE film “Mining on First Nation
Land - The First Nation of Na-Cho Nyék Dun in Mayo/ Y-
kon Territory” (2017), which can be watched online
on Youtube. )

2018
Reclamation and
Opening of Victoria Gold
Mine

A er the shutdown of United Keno Hill Mnesa

pany
simultaneously continuing to extract galena or silver
ore. Recently a new large gold mine started operations

Atwo
weekson, twoweeksof shif -rosters seemsto allow

ﬁmlngu\d mhvlradmoﬂu amvmes. including

that remainsisthat Hrs Nations, and
especially young women, are of en
employed in low-paying,
entry-evel jobs.

Methods
Methods used include narrative inter-
views, participant observation, research in
museums, and ali
Susanna Gartler has conducted several long-term
field-stays in Mayo over the past several years.

this poster i by oral

history, especially the work of Julie Cruikshank (1990),

Winton& Hogan (2016) and indigenous methodologies
(Kovach 2009).

| understand my collaboration with the First Nation of
Na-Cho Nyék Dun as part of the building of relationships
h b lons, based on N

autonomy and self-determination. This poster
describes events, materials, people, and placesthat
carry meaning for the participants of the study.
It may not be reproduced without permission
of the author and the First Nation of
Dun.
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FIRST NATION OF )|
NACHO NYAK DUN
ELDERSwho
participated in the
project
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CHAPTER ONE: LIFE IN DAN KU
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Lena Malcolm: “We don’t go on a boat. We don’t go town. They kept us down
there. (laughs) We played around with the ball. Later on we picked some berry,
cranberry — yeah was a good life.”




CHAPTER TWO: RELOCATION

The late Helen Buyck tells that there might have been systemic reasons:

“They never told us what we could do about the water, we were given no alternatives.

A well could have been drilled; something could have been done because there is
plenty of good water there. Maybe at that time government people did not want
Indians to get too wise.” (Helen Buyck 1983 in Mayo Historical Society 1990: 2521.)




CHAPTER THREE: RESISTANCE AND RESILIENCE

Betty Lucas: While we were living 1n a cabin and I got eight children with my
husband. We got three little bedroom, one little kitchen and sitting room out
there, for eight, nine, ten of us. We filled up 1n that little house and we never

complained. We got something better than a tent. Anyway, when some of my
kids grew up and they take them to residential school. My kid. Then we’ve been
having problems, my husband and I, we used to drink liquor then. We both quit.
Now we are thinking about our family, he told me let’s move to a trapline.
Let’s move to a trapline, save our children, my kids.




Women did not work in the mining sector. They started
working in early age as babysitters, in the restaurant or in
the hospital. Catherine Germaine explains: My first job &
% was when I was twelve as a dishwasher in a café, I was >
. proud of my pay cheque, I got seventy-five dollars. Lots of "/~.~':' '
2 young girls started like that, peeling vegetables, waiting on '
#4 tables. Later on, I worked in the hospital and kitchen.
When I was thirty-eight, I went to work in the school as a

language teacher. I learned at the Yukon College.
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CHAPTER FIVE: MINING TODAY 4t

@ Sitting on the banks of Tagé Cho gé (Yukon |
== River) during a Yukon First Nations
General Assembly Simon Mervyn explalns -

. the opportunities, you take 1t with a
# grain of salt, that’s what First Nations do.
This mine over here (pointing toward
Minto Mine), it’s a big hole in the ground,

all the resources are going south.



“You know why’, he told me? People say,
‘river 1s not alive’. But that’s a lie. River can
] hear you. If you talk about it can hear you,
everything. So, you have to abide by the rules,
nf to have respect for it. You don’t talk any
g “nonsense. The river, it’s alive, it can hear what
you’re saying about it.
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FILM: MINING ON FIRST NATION LAND



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u4UXywmkoqM&t=618s

CONCLUSION

« Nacho Nyak Dun Elders’ perspectives shed very different light on recent history of the Yukon and contact
than common narratives of ‘discovery’, ‘empty lands’ and previous accounts of past events that are
purely oriented towards mining proponents and processes

« more nuanced understanding of how mining colonialism was/is experienced

e ONLINE VERSION OF Dan Hunay is available on fnnnd.com/heritage

» Second print run already planned

e Continuing research relationship with First Nation of Nacho Nyak Dun and other First Nations across the
Yukon

e Continuing collaboration with individuals

» Next step: Write-up Dissertation, Presentation of Results to Community in Fall 2020.


http://fnnnd.com

