Complexities of communicating atmospheric composition and
its impacts during the COVID-19 public health crisis in 2020

Claudia Volosciuk, WMO Science and Innovation Department, cvolosciuk@wmo.int, @CVolosciuk
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Long-term international (>100 countries) research programme
Coordination of observations & quality assurance

Analysis of atmospheric composition

Science for services

Science communication under time constraints - GDB2
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The role of scientific information in
an emerging environmental crisis

« Matthew Hort (Head of Atmospheric Dispersion and Air Quality Research, Met Office, UK)

= Madejda Komendantova (Cooperation and Transformative Governance Research Group
Laader, International Instituta for Applied Systams Analysis (ILASA), Austria)

« William Pan (Assoc. Prof,, Global Environmental Health, Duke Global Health Institute, USA)

= Vasiti Soko (Director of the Mational Disaster Management Office, Fiji)

Scientific information supports decision-making to protect lives & property
Uncertainties exist even for well-established warning systems

COVID-19 pandemic: even more complicated without reliable data and forecasts
Governments still had to take life-critical decisions, seeking expert advice

Experts were challenged with known-unknowns and unknown-unknows that had to
be communicated to decisions-makers under hard time constrains.
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What is the key message you learned from
our debate?
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Do you think it is the obligation of the scientific
community to provide information for critical decision-
making?
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Do you assist in distilling facts from
misinformation?
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