
Complexities of communicating atmospheric composition and 
its impacts during the COVID-19 public health crisis in 2020

The Global Atmosphere Watch (GAW) Programme

• Long-term international (>100 countries) research programme 
• Coordination of observations & quality assurance
• Analysis of atmospheric composition
• Science for services

Survey among participants of GDB2 @EGU2021 Everybody wants to talk about COVID

Science communication under time constraints - GDB2

Recording: 
https://meetingorganizer.copernicus.org/EGU21/session/39991

• Scientific information supports decision-making to protect lives & property
• Uncertainties exist even for well-established warning systems
• COVID-19 pandemic: even more complicated without reliable data and forecasts
• Governments still had to take life-critical decisions, seeking expert advice
• Experts were challenged with known-unknowns and unknown-unknows that had to 

be communicated to decisions-makers under hard time constrains. Strong interest for COVID-19 related emission reductions and their implications
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