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Why resources to fight misinformation are needed
To counter the facts about human-caused climate
changewe arebeingbombardedwith a massivewaveof
misinformation about climate change. Vestedinterests,
political polarization, the global nature of climate
change, and misinformation add up to a perfect
psychologicalstorm, preventing people from accepting
the realityof climatechange.

Recognisingthis problemprovidesthe answerto how to
respond to misinformation. We need to help people
discern the difference between fact and fiction when
faced with conflicting information. We can do this by
explainingthe techniquesusedto distort the facts. This
is like exposingthe sleight of hand behind aƳŀƎƛŎƛŀƴΩǎ
trick. Once people see the technique behind a
misleading argument, that misinformation loses its
influence.
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https://skepticalscience.com Skeptical Science (SkS) is a website and
registered non-profit science education
organizationwith internationalreachfounded
by JohnCookin 2007. The main purposeof
SkS is to debunk misconceptions and
misinformationabout human-causedclimate
changeandfeaturesa databasethat currently
hasmore than 200 rebuttals basedon peer-
reviewed literature. SkShas evolved from a
one-personoperation to a team project with
volunteers from around the globe. The
Skeptical Science team also actively
contribute to publishedresearch,with one of
the highlights being the often cited 97%
consensuspaperpublishedin 2013.

For detailed information about Skeptical Science 
please check the display presented at EGU2020

https://sks.to/egu2020-display

Skeptical Science
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FLICC ςthe techniques of science denial

https://sks.to/flicc
FLICCis a framework originally proposedby
Mark Hoofnaglein 2007 who listed the five
techniques of science denial: fake experts,
logical fallacies, impossible expectations,
cherrypickingand conspiracytheories. These
five main techniquesare howeverjust the tip
of the iceberg and John Cook has gradually
been building up a landscapeof different
techniques used to mislead. In 2015 FLICC
became the underlying framework when
Skeptical Science collaborated with the
Universityof Queenslandto developthe free
online course Denial101x: Making Senseof
ClimateScienceDenial.
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Denial101x ςMaking sense of climate science denial

Massive
Open
Online
Course

40.000+ 
participants 

from 
180+ 

countries
since 2015

60 lectures 
about 

climate 
science and 
debunking 
miscon-
ceptions

40 expert 
interviews to 
go along with 
the lectures

Interactive 
exercises 

which often 
trigger 

discussions 
in the forums

Lectures 
follow the 
Fact-Myth-

Fallacy 
structure of  

effective 
debunking

See session: Bärbel Winkler and John Cook - vEGU21 ςEOS3.2 ςAbstract 8576 Monday April 26, 2021

Main Index




















