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GEUS Bulletin: Introduction to the journal

Indexed by WOS, 
Scopus, Google 
Scholar, DOAJ.

Peer-reviewed, 
scholarly 
journal.

Diamond Open 
Access

DOAJ Seal of 
Approval 2020.

Published since 
2003.

Re-launched in 
2020.

Former series 
1893–2002.



Journal Scope: What can you submit to GEUS Bulletin?

Geoscience research papers, monographs and map descriptions with a focus on Denmark, Greenland and the 
wider North Atlantic and Arctic region. 
Specifically, we publish:
1. Short articles – rapid communications of interest to (international) geoscience community (new research, 

datasets, methods or reviews)
2. Regular-length articles – document new research or a review.
3. Monographs – single volume works, by arrangement with editorial office.
4. Map descriptive texts – by arrangement with the editorial office.

GEUS Bulletin serves a broad geoscientific readership from research, industry, government agencies, NGOs and 
special interest groups.
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GEUS Bulletin: Diamond Open Access 
model

Online Publication

Immediate online 
publication.

1 annual volume & 
2–3 special issues 

each year.

Financed by GEUS

Web, production & 
printing costs.

1 x full-time editor.
2 x part-time 
copyeditors.

Printed Issues

Special Issues are 
printed by 

agreement.

Editorial Team

18 volunteer 
scientific editors.

External Board &
Internal Board.



Why have a GEUS Bulletin? Why go digital?

GEUS publishes research, maps and data relevant to Denmark and Greenland. Our journal is an important 
platform for GEUS- and non-GEUS scientists working in these areas to publish open-access, peer-reviewed 
research. Before 2020, the journal was not hosted on a journal platform. We were more print-focussed and 
hard to find online. We needed to be more visible to the wider geoscience community.

We needed an easier way to disseminate our published research to key databases and we needed to be more 
accessible to search engines, like Google Scholar. We needed a modern, professional journal platform that 
was compliant with open-access mandates (PlanS) and web-accessibility guidelines. But, we had a limited 
budget. On the next slide, we summarise the solutions we considered before we re-launched the journal in 
June 2020.
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Solutions we considered

Commercial 
platforms

Established publishing 
platforms. Proprietary. 

Include professional 
hosting but no editorial 

services.

Even the cheapest option 
was out of our budget.

Libero Publisher

Modern open-source 
publishing platform.

Still in development & 
requires seperate

hosting.

No ready-to-use 
submissions system, yet!

https://libero.pub

Join a commercial 
publishing house

Established publishing 
platforms. Proprietary. 

Fee-based.

Included professional 
hosting & editorial 

services.

Lose some control & 
requires author fees to 

cover costs.

Open Journal 
Systems (OJS)

Established open-source 
publishing platform. 

Self-hosted or hosted by 
PKP*.

No typesetting, but PKP 
partners provide 

affordable solutions.

https://pkp.sfu.ca/ojs/

* PKP: Public Knowledge Project

https://libero.pub/
https://pkp.sfu.ca/ojs/


Our decision: 
Open Journal 
Systems (OJS)

1. An OJS platform, hosted by PKP for 
an affordable annual fee.

2. Modified the default design & 
migrated journal content (work by 
Open Academia (OA), Sweden).

3. Contracted OA for typesetting and 
downstream content delivery (i.e. 
metadata deposits to CrossRef, 
Directory of Open Access Journals, 
Web of Science and Scopus.)

4. Time-frame from initial research to 
re-launch: approx. 1 year.

5. Visit the journal at 
www.geusbulletin.org

http://www.geusbulleting.org/


Hosting a collection of 
journals
• A PKP-hosted installation or a self-hosted installation of 

OJS is actually a multi-journal installation by default.
• This allows us to host all our legacy titles alongside our 

current title.
• PKP are currently migrating our remaining back 

catalogue of legacy titles, back to 1893.
• View this back catalogue at www.geusjournals.org

http://www.geusjournals.org/


Dataverse: an open-
source data repository

• We also run a self-hosted installation of Harvard 
Dataverse. 

• This is for all of GEUS, but we have a dedicated sub-
dataverse for the journal, customised to host 
supplementary files linked to published papers.

• This provides an open-source solution to hosting 
datasets and assigning DOIs.

• Dataverse adheres to FAIR data principles.
• DOI to dataset added to article landing page and full-text 

formats.
• Visit GEUS Bulletin Dataverse: 

https://dataverse01.geus.dk/dataverse/bulletin

https://dataverse01.geus.dk/dataverse/bulletin


Impact on readership since re-launch*:
• We have only limited & discontinuous site-traffic 

data from before Nov 2020. So it is difficult to 
make definitive comparisons between traffic data 
pre-launch and post-launch.

• That said, the number of visitors has increased (c. 
+83% in Nov 2020 – Mar 2021 vs. the same period 
the year before).**

• And, more traffic now comes from external 
websites like Google Scholar, Scopus, WOS etc (c. 
5% before re-launch to 34% after re-launch).***

• Overall, the new OJS platform has made the
journal more visible.
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*      Relaunched in June 2020
**    Based on monthly totals, where complete monthly 

data are available since 2018. A clearer picture will 
develop as we collect more data in 2021.

***   Based on all available data since 2018.

Ave monthly visits 
(2020–2021) = 1460



Barriers and progress in diamond open-
access publishing
• Diamond OA is only sustainable by funding from libraries/institutions.

• Open-access mandates like PlanS and website accessibility guidelines place new (technical) 
standards on small, non-profit journals.

• Open-source tools offer low-cost solutions. 

• For us, OJS provides a viable, professional alternative to proprietary, journal software or joining 
a large publishing house.

• The active community of journal editors and developers behind OJS, ensures its longevity, 
feature updates, and integrations with other services (e.g. CrossRef, ORCID)

• Other solutions like Libero Publisher hint at promising alternatives in the future.

• Many libraries already host OJS installations. Ask your library or university press!
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GEUS Bulletin: Learn more

https://youtu.be/8tNoXqyK3dM https://youtu.be/kG55zXhu4fI

@GEUSBulletin

www.geusbulletin.org / www.geusjournals.org

enquiries@geusbulletin.org / cje@geus.dk

https://youtu.be/8tNoXqyK3dM
https://youtu.be/kG55zXhu4fI
https://twitter.com/GeusBulletin
http://www.geusbulletin.org/
http://www.geusjournals.org/
mailto:enquiries@geusbulletin.org
mailto:cje@geus.dk
https://youtu.be/8tNoXqyK3dM
https://youtu.be/kG55zXhu4fI
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