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GPCC precipitation data provided by the NOAA/OAR/ESRL PSD at https://www.esrl.noaa.gov/psd/
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• east-west humdity gradient dominated past pan-African climate
variability during the past ~600 kyr

• low latitude forcing – Walker Circulation changes – dominant driver
of these humidity changes across Africa

• these climate changes drove shifts in vegetation and mammals à

thus, likely also shifts in degree of population dednsity and structure
as well as core habitation areas of hominins
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