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Materials and Methods
Experimental design
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Results and discussion
Climate and microsite effects on soil microbial communities
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N

* Aridity decreased total vegetation cover and favoured the formation of shrub-dominated patches.

" - Aridity negatively impacted soil bacterial abundance, microbial diversity, nutrient contents and potential
? N mineralization.
L Aridity caused a strong increase in the coupling of the soil microbial networks until a specific threshold
o (AI=0,5-0,6) beyond which it remained constant.

* Soil bacterial communities were more sensitive to changes in aridity than fungal communities. =
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Next steps

il

_ * Incorporation of spatial and environmental information to discern the complex ecological mechanisms
. driving the microbial community assembly

" Explore for ecological clusters associated to microhabitats: identification of taxa that tend to co-occur
g (i.e. 'generalists’) from those that exclusively occurred in one of the microhabitats (i.e. ‘specialists’)

* Identify keystone taxa (e.g. aridity sensitive vs. aridity tolerant).
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