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Why start a new 
program?
• Fewer students interested in 

traditional earth sciences
• Strong motivation of bright 

young people to help reach the 
Sustainable Development Goals

• Combination of natural and 
social sciences needed to truly 
address the SDGs.
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• Thematic education
• Interdisciplinary, with 

natural or social 
sciences major

• Fundamental theoretical 
knowledge embedded in 
applied courses

• Systems Thinking as 
central paradigm

Design of Future Planet Studies
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Year 1
Year 2

Year 3

Joint core program

Future Earth major

Future Society major

Minor or study abroad (30 EC)
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It works!
• Enrollment increased tenfold.
• Alumni continue in prestigious 

traditional and interdisciplinary 
master programs worldwide.

But…
• Interdisciplinary research is lagging 

behind interdisciplinary teaching.
Sofia Caycedo: one of several Future Planet Studies alumni 
who enrolled in the Environmental Management master at 
Yale University, USA.
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