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Mush Valley (Miocene, 21.73 Ma), Ethiopia, Africa

Currano et al. 2020. Ecological dynamic equilibrium in an early

Miocene (21.73 Ma) forest, Ethiopia. Palaeogeography,
Palaeoclimatology, Palaeoecology 539: 109425.

Taxa based on macrofossils
Englerodendron (Fabaceae)
Newtonia (Fabaceae)

Tacca (Dioscoreaceae)
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Algae 1 morphotype Monocot Pollen 2 morphotypes

Example: Botryococcus Example: Palm / Arecaceae (Sclerosperma sp.)
Freshwater alga

Spores 15 morphotypes Dicot pollen 85 morphotypes
Example: Fern / Pteridaceae (Pteris sp.) Example: Legume / Fabaceae



Dicot pollen diversity

Fabaceae Moraceae

Eudicot ord. fam. Eudicot ord. fam.
gen. et sp. indet 1 gen. et sp. indet 2

Rosaceae Euphorbiaceae Oleaceae



4 spp.

The paleoflora
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Main Results

* Several plant taxa typical of
subtropical to tropical climates

* Pollen from herbaceous plants,
shrubs, trees and woody climbers

* High terrestrial diversity with wetland
and aquatic components

* Reflects a diverse and complex forest
vegetation surrounding an ancient
lake



Thank you!

Special thanks to all field workers for collecting the material!
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