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INTRODUCTION TO SKEPTICAL SCIENCE

➢ Skeptical Science (SkS) is a website and non-profit
science education organization with international
reach founded by John Cook in 2007.

➢ Main objective is to debunk misconceptions and
misinformation about human-caused climate
change

➢ Features a database that currently has more than
250 rebuttals based on peer-reviewed literature.

➢ SkS has evolved from a one-person operation to a
multinational team project and formal NGO.

https://skepticalscience.com/
https://skepticalscience.com/


COLLABORATIONS OVERVIEW 



KLIMAFAKTEN – 2011 and ongoing

Started in November 2011 as our German-
language partner website with 18 

debunkings of climate myths, most as 
translations of our rebuttals

Collaborated on various publication 
announcements over the years

From some German rebuttals on Skeptical 
Science we simply link to the translation on 

Klimafakten to avoid double work.



NAUKA O KLIMACIE – 2013 and ongoing

Started in 2013 as our Polish partner 
website, Nauka O Klimacie team 
members translated many of our 

rebuttals into Polish

Meeting Szymon Malowski (left) and 
Marcin Popkiewicz (right) next to 

their poster at EGU2018

Polish rebuttal translations on SkS link 
back to Nauka O Klimacie



UQX / DENIAL101X – 2015 TO 2024
On April 28th, 2015 our collaboration 

with the University of Queensland (Uqx) 
kicked off with the Massive Open Online 

Course (MOOC) “Making Sense of 
Climate Science Denial.”

At EGU2021 I had a PICO presentation about 
Denial101x with an interactive slide-deck

In April 2025 we had do announce 
that Denial101x will no longer be 

available as a MOOC

UQx provided the technical means 
to create Denial101x on the edX-

platform.  Many of the lecturers and 
all forum moderators were members 

of our SkS team.
Ein Bild, das Mann, darstellend, Schild, stehend enthält.

Automatisch generierte Beschreibung

https://wakelet.com/@denial101x


FLICC-POSTER – 2020 and ongoing
All translations are accessible via 

https://sks.to/flicc-poster



REPUSTAR – 2021

In 2021 we were invited by Repustar to contribute to 
their fact checking project by publishing short fact 

briefs based on our rebuttals. For several months we 
collaborated with them and created 15 fact briefs.



GIGAFACT – 2024 AND ONGOING

In spring 2024 we were approached by Gigafact – Repustar’s successor project 
– if we were interested to re-start the fact brief collaboration. Since then, we 

have published more than 30 new fact briefs based on our rebuttals.

Some of our fact 
briefs have been 
shared by other 

Gigafact partners like 
the Wisconsin Watch!



SABIN CENTER – 2024

In spring 2024 we became aware of a neat report published by the Sabin Center for
Climate Change Law at Columbia Law School in which they debunked 33 myths about
renewable energy and electric vehicles. The only shortcoming of the report was its
publication as a PDF making it impossible to directly link to a specific rebuttal. We
touched base with them and then collaborated on the creation of 33 individual rebuttals
getting us from just 9 to 42 debunkings in the “It’s too hard” category in our taxonomy.



UNIVERSITY HEIDELBERG – 2024/2025
In summer 2024 we were approached by the
Institute for translations at the University
Heidelberg. They were looking for suitable texts
their students could translate as course work during
the autumn. We decided that the short fact briefs
were ideal for this purpose and we could publish 20
“Kurze Faktenchecks” before year’s end!

During the second half of the course, the students
tackled the 33 rebuttals based on the report
published by the Sabin Center for Climate Change
Law. In February 2025 we received these
translations and have now published all of them.



UNIVERSITY HEIDELBERG – 2024/2025
In summer 2024 we were approached by the
Institute for translations at the University
Heidelberg. They were looking for suitable texts
their students could translate as course work during
the autumn. We decided that the short fact briefs
were ideal for this purpose and we could publish 20
“Kurze Faktenchecks” before year’s end!

During the second half of the course, the students
tackled the 33 rebuttals based on the report
published by the Sabin Center for Climate Change
Law. In February 2025 we received these
translations and have now published all of them.

Could this be called collaboration squared?



Thanks!
Bärbel Winkler

Skeptical Science
baerbelw@skepticalscience.com

Abstract & Full presentation Companion Blog Post
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Bärbel Winkler lives and works in Germany. She has always had a lot
of interest in environmental issues and has been active as a
volunteer at the local zoo and a conservation group for many years.
Over time and while learning more and more about it, Bärbel
became increasingly aware and concerned about climate change and
what it will mean for generations to come. As a means to turn her
concerns regarding climate change into something productive, Bärbel
joined the Skeptical Science team in 2010 and started translating
selected content into German. Since 2013 she has been coordinating
the translation efforts for all languages, contributes a blog-post every
once in a while, helps with many projects and became co-author of
several consensus-related studies the Skeptical Science team has
published over the years. From 2015 to 2024 she also coordinated
the moderation team for the online course “Denial101x – Making
sense of climate science denial”.

https://sks.to/BaerbelW 

http://sks.to/BaerbelW
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