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Part 1 - CIRCLE-2 framework and activities



CIRCLE-2 is a European Network of 34 institutions from

23 countries committed to fund and share knowledge on 

Climate Adaptation research.

Project Name: Climate Impact Research & Response 

Coordination for a Larger Europe

Funding Scheme (FP7): Coordination &Support Action

EU Financial Contribution: € 2 million

Duration: 48 months (01.05.2010 - 30.04.2014)

EU Project Officer: Wolfram Schrimpf, DG RTD

CIRCLE-2 (overview)
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CIRCLE-2 (consortia)



� Coordinate European transnational Adaptation research funding 

� Facilitate the transfer of knowledge outcomes  across Adaptation 

initiatives (and strategies) 

� Share experiences and knowledge on Adaptation practices at 

national/local scale

� Encourage international cooperation (non-European countries or 

countries with less diverse research programmes)

CIRCLE-2 (objectives)

DESIGN a long-term, collaborative programme 
able to FUND and SHARE knowledge on Climate 

Adaptation
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CIRCLE-2 (activities)

• Network building

• Mapping research programmes

• Assessing Gaps and needs

• Funding research

• Lessons in “working together”

Deliverables available at http://www.circle-era.eu/np4/7



1st Call - CIRCLE-2 MEDiterranean (2007)

“Integrated Coastal Zones and Water Management”;

2.15 Million EURO - 8 Projects 

2nd Call - CIRCLE-2 NORdic (2007)

“Consequences of CC for policy making in the Nordic countries”;

0.4 Million EURO - 3 Projects

3rd Call - CIRCLE-2 MOUNTain (2009)

“CC impacts (natural and anthropogenic factors) and response options 

in mountainous areas” ; 2.12 Million EURO - 4 Projects

4th Call (Under discussion) - COASTWATER

Calls announced at www.circle-era.eu
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CIRCLE-2 (funding activities)
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CIRCLE-2 (activities)
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� Lessons

� Identify needs/gaps

� Joint Research Agenda

� Joint Programming

� Lessons

� Joint Initiatives

� Joint Calls for research

� Workshop Series

� Identify users & needs (Science-Policy Interface)

� Transfer research knowledge
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CIRCLE-2 (structure and activities)



� CIRCLE-2 Policy Briefs

� Proceedings and results

� Workshop “Uncertainties”

� Workshop “Climate data user needs”

� CIRCLE-2-MED Final Seminar

� CIRCLE-2-MOUNT Kick off

� …

#1 - “Communicate UNCERTAINTIES”

#2 - “Adaptation research on MOUNTAIN Areas”

CIRCLE-2 (outcomes)



� (Some) other activities

� Support to the EU Clearinghouse development

� CIRCLE-2 Climate Adaptation InfoBase 

� Joint Initiative on Uncertainties (start October)

� Workshop Series on Adaptation (by invitation):

� Nat Adapt Strategies - Wien, Oct 2011

� Sharing experiences on climate services 

development - Bologna, Nov 2011 

� Forest  Fires Med - Haifa, Jan 2012 (tbc)

� Extreme H20 related events - Spain, 2012 (tbc)

CIRCLE-2 (outcomes)



CIRCLE-2 Adaptation Research InfoBase:
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http://infobase.circle-era.eu/
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Part 2 - Adaptation in Europe - challenges and lessons



�Uncertainties on the science side are large - research 

focus needed!

� Policy-makers and practitioners have to deal with a 

multitude of other problems, e.g., economic, social, 

financial, leaving little room to “think” and “act” on 

adaptation!

Adaptation challenges decision-making… and research… at all levels
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Adaptation in Europe - challenges



�National/local scales have growing set of practical 

knowledge - hardly accessible across countries in a 

systematic way!

�Mainstreaming at EU level is difficult - joint agendas 

needed - the problem of “working together” under 

different cultures!
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Adaptation in Europe - challenges

All of this creates challenges for transnational efforts like CIRCLE-2, 

but also open the door for collaboration across, e.g., NAS in EU



Reasons for concern? 

Research: Some cases show that even when participating MS have 

formally committed to pooling resources on a transnational basis, 

this remains very difficult in practice.

Taken from EC GREEN PAPER “The European Research Area: New Perspectives” COM(2007) 161

Or reasons to further invest in (transnational) cooperation?
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Adaptation in Europe - challenges
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Part 3 - Conclusions and key messages



� Stronger transnational scientific (and policy networks) can 

play a very important role in Climate Adaptation at 

different scales

� Sharing experiences (like today’s session) can contribute 

highly to national and EU scale developments - even at 

policy-making level

� Support to practical (transnational) research funding 

activities can yield great results

�CIRCLE-2 (2010-2014) is dedicated to Climate Adaptation 

research and hopes to serve as a meeting point for 

knowledge exchange in this field!
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Conclusions - key messages
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Conclusions - key messages

From impact research…

…to adaptation knowledge!

CIRCLE-2 since 2004:



Thank you for your attention!

www.circle-era.eu

Tiago Capela Lourenço (Coordination)

tcapela@siam.fis.fc.ul.pt
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