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Communicating the state of the UK Climate
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The short story
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What we're doing.....
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State of the UK Climate \Gl s

UK Climate 2015

RMetS
» Up-to-date assessment of UK climate International Journal
trends, variations and extremes of Climatology

The Royal Meteorological Society Journal of Climate Science

» Based on climate quality datasets from
UK land weather station network

* Internal review only 2014 to 2016
« External review 2017 onwards
» 2018 report — new 1km gridded dataset

Editor

» Open Access - available via CEDA Radan Huth
archive

wileyonlinelibrary.com/journalfjoc

State of the UK Climate 2018


https://catalogue.ceda.ac.uk/uuid/2a62652a4fe6412693123dd6328f6dc8
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Hadley Centre Decadal Mean Temperature
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 Weather and climate into context

« UK climate variability and change 6\2
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Who we’re doing it for... Our peers

Difference between HadUKGrid and Skm grid area-averages—monthly meantemp
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Who we're doing it for...Government

» “Headline messages are particularly 2 Met Office
useful UK annual temperature
* Briefings for new ministers 5 coolest years 5 warmest years

1892, 1888, 1885, 1963, 1919 2014, 2006, 2011, 2007, 2017

» “Top facts’ on climate for PM

« “Viisualisations are particularly impactful” || I||| |||| || I | |.

1884 1900 1920 1940 1960 1980 2000 2020

» “Context is useful but needs right balance”
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31 July 2019 at 11:49am

Who We,re dOing it for_ .. _PUinC UK’s 10 hottest years on record

have all occurred since 2002

 Press release —headline message...

* Print, radio, TV

Climate change: UK's ten warmest years

« Other voices help ~ haveALL happened since 2002 MWailOnline

©31Jul2019 Lest updated ot 11:57
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Britain's ten hottest years have ALL
occurred since 2002 highlighting the
speed of climate change, say
scientists

» Met Office looked at temperature records as far back as 1884, rather than 1910
= DrMichael Byrne of St Andrews said: 'The science of climate change now clear'
« Records now show 1892 as the coldest year, with an average of just over 7C
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Themes ~

BUDBURST SPREAD TEMPERATURE INFLUENCE

A 1°cd|ange mmwgeuksprmg
temperatures can advance or delay
thotinhgdrbudbu:sthy 4 -5 days

Budburst in 2016
spread across the UK
from south to north at
average of 1.5km per hour

March temperatures are the biggest influence
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Who we're doing it for... Public

» Social Media - power of visualisations

it

3 Youlube ™ Search :

Z Met Office : of UK climate
Changes in extremes from 1961-90 to 2008-17
Higher maximum temperatures

60f e 10 wattest
years tave sk occumd.
ance 1958

Record Temperature Latest — The Weather Studio 25/07/19

11,330 views We 200 133 4 SHARE = SAVE

Met Office - Weather
Streamed live 0 20 SUBSCRIBE 66.7K

Alex and Clare will be talking through the temperature records that have been broken today, why it
is 50 hot and how much of a part has climate changed played in this hot spell

 Compeed 019411900 N sers st LAAT = LN s st 1984 b & e saring 1901 | Pk y e M O Mo Oficn e Mot (e g e rmgtored i, Cromm Copyrghe 7014 Mot Office 01615
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Lessons learned....

 Hierarchy of information. Headline to peer review to data.

 Strong narrative — climate story that is local and now.
» [Repetition]
* Themes
 Bridge to wider context

Rainfall

* Supporting voices/experts & [ Bt et

From BBC Weather &
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Lessons learned...

Handling errors and clarifications
* Mistakes in print... I E——

LIFESTYI

BBC News weather expert FAINTS during

C icati tainti live TV bulletin as he discusses heatwaves
ommunicating uncertainties leaving viewers in utter shock

BBC News’ weather expert passed out in the middle of his live TV bulletin, leaving viewers in shock.

w1 OEQ it

Becoming the story

Wider context:
* [Repetition]
* “So how much of last years .... was due to climate change?”
+ “That’s all very well, but there’s nothing we can do about it is there?”
» “Harry and Meghan plan to have only 2 children should we all commit to that?”
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Complementary information

STATE OF THE CLIMATE
IN 2018

(opernicus S ECMWF
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RMetS i st S
Royal Meteorological Society

International Journal
of Climatology

The Royal Meteorological Society Journal of Climate Science

Editor State of the UK Climate 2018
Radan Huth

WILEY
wileyonlinelibrary.com/journalfjoc ISSN-0800-3418
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2018 was the 3rd sunniest
year in a UK series
starting 1929

Despite
most
significant
snowfall
since 2010...

UK snow
events have
declined since

the 1960. Q-7
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10 named storms
battered the UK
during 2018

In 2018, average sea-level
around the UK was equal
highest (with 2015)

on record™**

* Compared to 1961-1090 ** UK senes starting 1862 *** UK seriss starting 1884 *** in a senes starting 1901 | MeeawmeMetomce_mmewmmmmmmmmmeamcwmmmm‘oms's



