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Ahrtal Flooding 14/15 July 2021

Information

Quelle: https://reportage.wdr.de/ 
chronik-ahrtal-hochwasser-katastrophe

?
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Philosophy

Warning

Various 

• Platforms 

• Administrative levels 

• Warning and hazard scales
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A single accessible platform about 
natural hazards in Germany, for 

public information and 
preparedness. 
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Current Warnings

12 Sep 2025 4



EMS 2025 conference	 	 	 Natural Hazards Portal Germany	 	 	 	 	 	 7

Current Warnings
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What’s 
happening?

Could I be 
affected?

What can 
I do?
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Current Warnings
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Logo

Update
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When weather 
becomes a hazard.

Natural Hazards 
Portal – informed 

before it happens.
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Clustering

Adjusted sequence

CAP levels 
in words

Update
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Update
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Am I at risk?

Natural Hazards 
Portal – 

Our knowledge. 
Your prevention.
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Unified 
scale
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More regional portals 
linked for water 

hazards

Update
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Update
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Philosophy Recap
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Current 
Warnings Hazards & Risks

Prevention & 
Action

How to act 

Before · During · After 
a natural hazard event
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Current 
Warnings

Hazards & Risks

Prevention & 
Action
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Philosophy Recap

How to act 

Before · During · After 
a natural hazard event

Specialised Portals
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Hazard categories

…
Forest fire hazard index

Avalanches
Earthquakes
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The future of NGP
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• Sleeker, more minimalistic design 
• Better usability and user experience on mobile devices 
• Public portal for the new DWD warnings > EMS2026-672 
• More customised information for social institutions and 

vulnerable groups: e.g., hospitals, nursery homes, elderly 
people at home, schools, children!
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The future of NGP
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?Minor

Cancelled

Severe

Extreme

Moderate

Moderate

Cancelled

Extreme

Severe

Minor

Harmonize between German institutions in natural hazards communication: 
Color codes + 'How to put 3 warning levels in 4 CAP levels'

… and more. Make it consistent, correct, and easy!

…
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ES1.4 “Tech Session“ 
on data, code, and delivery 
14:30 this room 🕝  

ngp.team@dwd.de 

Made possible by Christoph Brendel, Bodo Erhardt, Mario Hafer, Michael Haller, Imke Hüser, 
Christian Koziar, Katharina Lengfeld, Dinah Kristin Rode, Armin Rauthe-Schöch, Björn Reetz, 
Hella Riede, Ewelina Walawender, a lot of support, and many collaborating institutions!
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Portal Paper

Thank you! Questions? 
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➔ Warnings: 4 levels of “severity” as defined in CAP standard 
➔ Hazards & Risks: some unified scales had to be developed

Scaling down on scales

Example: Flood

Level	       1		     2	 	 3	       4

   low	     medium	     high    very high
Not used Rare 

Every 200 
years or 
less

Medium 
About 
Once 
Every 
100 years

Frequent 
Once every 
10-30 years

Example: Rain

m
ax

. f
lo

od
 d

ep
th

max. flow velocity
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