
Revealing the mask of scholarly 
publishing for junior researchers: 

A collaborative webinar training model
Jennifer Cong Yan Zhao

McGill University, Montreal, Canada

FORCE 2017, Berlin, Germany

Image from https://www.visitberlin.de/en/brandenburg-gate

https://www.visitberlin.de/en/brandenburg-gate


Publishing 

or 

perishing
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How much are 

PhD students 

publishing 

before 

graduation?

Ȱȣ0È$ students in our sample 
averaged 4.3 peer-reviewed 
journal or book chapter 
publications ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ

(HATCH & SKIPPER, 2016).



Reality:

Students 

feel 

challenged 

to do so!

Image from https://www.ixxus.com/blog/what-are-the-
biggest-challenges-in-publishing-today/
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Tri-agency 

open access 

policy in 

Canada

SSHRC, NSERC, and CIHR require that "any 

peer-reviewed journal publications arising 

from Agency-supported research are freely 

accessible within 12 months of publication." 

It applies to NSERC and SSHRC grants 

awarded May 1, 2015 and onward, and CIHR 

grants awarded January 1, 2008 and later.



Open 

access 

awareness

Image from https://openaccess.be/2012/10/24/yes-i-told-
you-an-open-access-cartoon/
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ACRL 

Framework

for 

Information 

Literacy

(McClellan, Detmering, Martinez & Johnson, 2017)



Scholarly 

publishing 

literacy 

training

Image from https://www.pei.com/services/skype-for-
business-training/
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The 

approach

Knowledge 
about publishing 

in a specific discipline



Webinar:

Ȱ0ÕÂÌÉÓÈÉÎÇ 
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On-site 

group 

viewing 

Image from https://www.mcgill.ca/engineering/faculty-staff-
resources/facilities/buildings/mcconnell
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Webinar 

sample slide #1



Webinar 

sample slide #2



Webinar 

sample slide #3



Thoughts
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