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Key concepts, principles, approaches and means of implementation in ocean governance are increasingly recognized as transversal and interdependent, influencing
international negotiations, domestic law, and policy development. These include procedural and substantive norms that integrate scientific, social, cultural and
economic dimensions. 
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The ecosystem approach as an example*: 
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Further developm
ents

The ecosystem approach has emerged as a central concept as it developed and progressively sharpened
and strengthened through successive uses and re-uses in legal and policy instruments as supporting
integrated, precautionary, and preventive measures. Cooperation, inclusiveness, monitoring, and
enforcement further consolidate ocean governance’s normative and operational architecture. 
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* Graph includes a selection of instruments that specifically
mention the ecosystem approach or ecosystem-based
management
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